                                    MYTHS AND MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT ABORTION 
                                             “The Bible forbids abortion”
[bookmark: _GoBack]A commonly heard myth about abortion and in relation to the political climate in the US is that Abortion is believed to be ‘unchristian’. Writing from the standpoint of a Christian this statement comes to be completely false owing to the fact that in no portions of the Bible do we read about God or Christ condemning abortion. The Bible written by men and from their masculine perspectives have documented concerns about other factors regarding women’s livelihood, but we do not read or witness any in relation to abortion. Many in opposition to abortion have used a particular portion from the Old Testament, “If people are fighting and hit a pregnant woman and she gives birth prematurely but there is no serious injury, the offender must be fined whatever the woman’s husband demands and the court allows. But if there is serious injury, you are to take life for life” (Exodus 21:22.23). This verse is interpreted to be an epitome for banning abortion which literally and figuratively is interpreted wrong by the believers. Interpretations and analysis offered to or procured from the bible is completely taken out by the priests of the church who are men. One can see that the church, which is given a feminine identity from the very verses in the Bible is under the authority of men and their masculinised ideologies. We do witness a feminisation of the church where it is majorly women who take part in the activities of this space, but are controlled by the authoritative men here. The concept of ‘masculinising the scriptures’ and ‘conservative romanticism’ as written by Gabrielle Dietrich, “pastoral theology have entirely focused on the role of women as housewife and mother…pronouncing man as head of woman, exhorting women to be chaste, obedient, inconspicuous, and silent in public. The tendency here is to again keep women stuck in her role as housewife, to eulogise her for her complete submission, to honour her as a child-bearer and child-rearer” (p.158). The intent here is to idealise religion with the biological roles of women. Hence, women’s right to choose is denied because religion says so, which is our ‘tradition’ and women stepping out of their private spaces into the public claiming for rights is a ‘modern’ aspect which depicts them as loose and immoral. 
