ASSIGNMENT 3
POST MODULE ASSIGNMENT
Imagine you know a pregnant person who wants to get an abortion. They are looking for any doctor or quack to help them. They are convinced abortion is illegal in India and have come to you for help. Do you also feel abortion is illegal? What would you tell this person? Why do you think they have such an impression?
Abortion is legal in India under the MTP act. Though it is not anywhere near an ideal law that addresses the right of the pregnant person, it still makes abortion legal under certain conditions. The legality and accessibility are different things. Whether or not a pregnant person can access abortion strictly depends on the medical professionals’ discretion in India. 
I would inform them that, it is legal in India and help them with accessing it. If the pregnant person who is talking to me is comfortable with talking about the situation and would like my help throughout, then I’ll try to understand more about it; are they a minor, how long does the person think the pregnancy is, was there a rape, was there a contraceptive failure, is there someone to support them through this etc. If the person is not comfortable with talking about their personal matters, I would tell them about the MTP act and convince them that abortion is legal. I’ll also let them know that they can avail the service from public health centers. 
In case this person is a minor, I would try to comfort them, then report it to the child line and seek their help. It might become a little bit hard for me in some situations. I would try to talk to people working with Child sexual abuse survivors, child marriages and adolescent pregnancies before making decisions.
I think my response to the pregnant person would depend on many things, but it would be primarily about the person’s rights and their informed choices and decisions. 
It might take some effort to convince some that it is legal, as the narratives around abortion have always been that it is something ‘wrong’ in all eyes, including law. People have confusions regarding PC-PNDT act and MTP act; they would assume that abortion is illegal in general. Sex selective abortion should be prevented, and that’s why it was criminalized; Amniocentesis was banned, not abortion. There are various myths surrounding abortion, which has convinced people that it is illegal and immoral.  
In my experience, growing up, I have heard and learnt of abortion as something wrong or a sin; from my 7th standard onwards. The only time I have known that it is legal is from my 12th standard zoology text book. It is during my post graduation, I learnt more about abortion. We are conditioned to believe that abortion is wrong, a sin, immoral, irresponsible, selfish, murder etc. I remember having annual three day sessions; which was called as retreat, at the school that I studied from 7th to 10th standard. They used a lot of their time to ensure that students didn’t have sex, didn’t masturbate and the main part is ‘abortion is sin’, everything was sin. We had to watch long (it seemed then) videos of abortions, with bloodied dead bodies of aborted fetuses heaping on the floor, the images of unborn fetuses etc. I remember crying, thinking of the ‘cruelty’, that’s how I felt about them, then. It was so much tied to religious beliefs. When one is so convinced that it is wrong, there are chances of them assuming that it is illegal. 

