ASSIGNMENT 1
Using a rights-based argument, write a response paper about commonly heard myths and misconceptions around abortion. You may choose any myth from the lesson or one that you may have heard otherwise. 
Myth: Pregnant persons’ seek abortion because they are irresponsible, they should have just used contraception. 
Response: Pregnant people seek abortion for a wide range of reasons, and we cannot fit them into a homogeneous group. There are very strong stigmas associated with sexuality and reproduction in our country. This means that people would have trouble accessing contraceptives, even though it is legal. There are cases where there is a contraceptive failure. There are cases of rape. There is lack of awareness regarding contraceptive methods. 
There are different reasons for, why a person could not have used contraception in a country which has stigmatized sexual intercourse itself. I would rather say the pregnant person seeking abortion is responsible, because they would have given thought about this. Some pregnancies are unplanned or unwanted, people think about the responsibilities and their current situation or reasons they weigh in before taking such decisions. Some people might have already decided that they don’t want kids, so it is only responsible of them to opt for an abortion if they still don’t want a kid. 
Let’s consider the example of one of the biggest cities in India, Chennai. ECPs were banned in Chennai since 2006. One could not access emergency contraceptive pills at all, consider situations where the partners involved doubt a contraceptive failure, or any situation where a pregnancy could have been avoided by about 72 hours. The access to it was completely denied though it is legal. And this didn’t happen in a remote village and not for days. So, shaming people who could not have accessed contraceptives or were raped or didn’t have awareness doesn’t solve any of the issues. Due to lack of awareness and myths about condoms, many people takes oral contraceptive pills, so in situations when there is an unavailability of such pills they would look for emergency contraceptive pills. There are various myths around ECPs too; as it’s usually confused as an abortion pill. Though the ban has been said to be shifted recently there are still reports of how ECPs are not available over the counter. 

