Using a rights-based argument, write a response paper about commonly heard myths and misconceptions around abortion. You may choose any myth from the lesson or one that you may have heard otherwise. [300-500 words]
 
-
Given how taboo the subject of abortion is in the most cultures, it’s not surprising to find the myriad of myths and misconception surrounding the issue that further enables the stigma and inaccessibility to safe abortions. One such myth is that legalizing of abortion leads to ‘female foeticide’.  This term is generally avoided as it is very emotive and implies ‘murdering of the female foetus’, already treating it as a separate and whole person.  However in most spheres, the word ‘foeticide’ replaces ‘abortion’ in the context of sex-selective abortion especially in Asian countries where they are most prevalent. This misconception also pervades the educated masses including the policy makers and even many feminists who treat it as an exception to their pro-abortion position. It also gains more ground with the narratives of many women being forced to undergo abortions because of the sex of the fetuses.

While those narratives may be true for those many cases, fallacy of this misconception lies in the approach where the need for regulating sex-determination procedures is framed as the need for regulating abortions itself. Furthermore, reports have shown in case of India that most abortions take place in first trimester (when it’s not possible to determine the sex of the foetus), hence it’s not even based on facts.

 Most importantly though, we see that in the garb of protecting the female populace and balancing the sex ratio, policies and ideas obstructing a person’s right to abortion, end up putting the rights of unborn foetus against those of the pregnant persons. It also does not realize that forcing pregnancy and parenthood on someone unwilling and unprepared by denying option to abort is a great disrespect and gross violation of their right to choice, life including their bodily autonomy. This is also a kind of violence inflicted on their psyche and the physical and material lives by letting their biology decides (or disrupt) their course of life.

It also fails to underline that sex selective abortions aren't the cause but rather manifestation of poor status of females in the society. And the inaccessibility to basic services like abortion adds to that oppression by encroaching on women’ agency and further disempowering them. 
Hence we see that the misconceptions regarding sex-selective abortions vis-à-vis abortions reiterates the stigma attached to it and make people wary and scared to seek it openly, eventually pushing them towards unsafe methods of abortion. 

