Imagine you know a pregnant person who wants to get an abortion. They are looking for any doctor or quack to help them. They are convinced abortion is illegal in India and have come to you for help. Do you also feel abortion is illegal? What would you tell this person? Why do you think they have such an impression?

No, I do not feel that abortion is illegal in India. So, I would tell the person how abortion has been legal in India since 1970s only. I would especially underline the difference between abortion and the ‘sex-determination procedure’ done for ‘sex-selective abortion’, of which, latter is illegal. Also taking in their context, I’ll familiarize the relevant provisions of the MTP Act (Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act) to help them avail affordable services at concerned facilities. I would probably try to convince them by telling them about other people who has recently availed those services and would have undergone abortion

I think there are various reasons for them such impressions.  First, Abortion being a taboo subject, is hardly talked about, hence there are lots of myths and misconception around it. Secondly, India having one of those cultures that celebrates the birthing abilities of a person and motherhood as sacred duties often ends up treating the foetus as a separate person, or as a ‘gift from god’, so there’s a strong stigma attached to the act. Sometimes these religious and social sanctions get mixed up or confused with the legal ones. 
A lot of misconceptions are also propagated by many medical practitioners themselves who end up carrying their prejudice and social values to the clinic and are very critical of especially unmarried women needing abortions. Added with this the dogma and stigma around pre-marital sex, many people feel reluctant and wary of approaching formal health facilities. Furthermore people start associating the illegality of sex-selective abortions with that of all kind of abortions.
Hence, we see that although changing, our social structure is still viable for birthing and carrying on such assumptions and more.
