Argument for the myth only young and irresponsible women seek abortion. 

Abortion is the voluntary termination of pregnancy. And there are a range of pregnant persons who seek abortion. Since, the topic of abortion is highly susceptible to myths and social taboos. It is highly assumed by people that only young and “irresponsible women” seek abortion. This portraits abortion and people seeking it in bad light. Abortion is a basic healthcare right of an individual. Pregnant persons may choose to terminate their pregnancy for various reasons, and they have the right to decide when and how to do it. Someone who chooses to get an abortion might not want children at this point or at all. There could also be financial constraints regarding raising a child, which can be one of the reasons for seeking abortion. Someone could also seek abortion because of the failure of contraceptives, or because their pregnancy was a result of sexual harassment and assault. 

Persons who seek abortion have the right to access it safely regardless of the reasons behind seeking abortion. Pregnant people from any religion, gender, age ranging 12-50, ethnicity, marital status, profession, economic status may choose to seek abortion and contraceptives. Agreeing to the myth that young and irresponsible women seek abortion stigmatizes female sexuality even further. This brings in arguments around morality that sex is inherently bad especially in relation to women’s bodies. The myth that irresponsible women seek abortion creates a binary between promiscuous and responsible and a nurturing mother, which is a sexist trope to define women as either good or bad only. It is often assumed that only cis-gendered women can become pregnant. Moreover, when we say that only pregnant women seek abortion it disregards trans men and non-binary folks who can also become pregnant. 

There could be various reasons due to which a pregnant person may seek abortion. Things like age and qualities of a person don’t determine their reason for seeking abortion. Abortion is a pregnant person’s right. Thus, it is a myth that only young and irresponsible women seek abortion. 


