	 	 	 	
Myth: Promiscuity and Irresponsibity is the Reason for Abortion

It is a very common misconception that promiscuity and irresponsibility is the reason for pregnancy and thereby a reason for abortion. This is a gross oversimplification of the matter, not to mention the moral and value judgement attached to these statements. 

Unwanted pregnancies are experienced by people from all kinds of backgrounds, irrespective of their class, caste, age and lifestyle. There is also a possibility that contraceptives are not easily available in certain areas and that contraceptives themselves carry stigma and misconceptions. A recent report by The New Indian Express stated the difficulties of procuring contraceptives even in metros like Chennai.  Moreover, pregnancies are also caused despite the use of contraceptives. 

Furthermore, neither sex nor the use of contraception is always voluntary. Unwanted pregnancies due to sexual assault or lack of contraception consent are very alarmingly common in the current society. 

If we were to consider the value attached to words like “promiscuity” or “irresponsibility” it follows that womxn are expected to neatly fall into two specific categories and completely ignores the responsibility of the other partner in this act. Womxn’s bodies and their actions are theirs alone. They do not belong to the society or to their sexual/romantic partners or even their parents. Values and morality should play no role in deciding whether the abortion is necesary or not.

In other words, access to abortion should pay no heed to whether the pregnancy is due to a lack of contraception use, frequent sexual intercourse or even sexual assault. The only criteria of consideration should be the consent of the person requesting an abortion. It is the absolute right of such a person over their body and to exercise their bodily autonomy. They can exercise it by taking the pregnancy to its full term or by choosing to abort it. 
