1.The MTP Act was the first attempt to legislate Abortion in India. True or False?
Ans. True. Before the MTP Act, abortion was illegal under the Indian Penal Code. 

2.On what basis did the IPC of 1862 criminalise abortion?
Ans.  IPC considered life as sacred. This was extended to the foetus as well. 
The Indian Penal Code (IPC) of 1862 criminalized most abortions even when the women survived. Any form of induced miscarriage, unless done to save the pregnant person’s life was considered a serious offence and was punishable.

3.Who was liable to be punished for abortions under the IPC of 1862?   
Ans.  The pregnant person and the medical practioner were liable to be punished for abortions under the IPC of 1862 in all and most related circumstances. 


4.What were the implications of the IPC 1862 on the rights of pregnant persons?
Ans.  The pregnant persons barely had any rights and were often penalised for exercising autonomy on their own body. There were barely any avenues for them to access abortions. Even the pregnant person who consented to and voluntarily underwent an abortion could be imprisoned up to seven years and/or fined.


5.What was the motivation behind creating a more liberal abortion law in India? 
Ans.  A more liberal abortion law was made to give more freedom, autonomy as well as legal protection to healthcare providers who were to provide abortion services and advise. 

6.What were some of the concerns expressed by members of parliament when the MTP Act was first introduced in 1971?
Ans.  It was said that it would undermine the right to life. It would lead to amoralistic behaviour. It was also opposed on religious grounds. Some also said that it would lead to degradation of moral fibre which will be a hindrance to national building. 


7.Discuss the implications of the MTP Act on the rights of pregnant persons.
Ans. The MTP Act was hailed and lauded as a very important milestone in the evolvement of abortion laws in India. It legalised abortion and offered eight sections which attempted to comprehensively explain the various aspects of abortion and abortion serviced in India. As far as right of the pregnant persons are concerned, this act did resolve the issues 

8.What was the rationale behind amending the MTP Act in 2002?
Ans. The act in its original version created a lot of red tape when it came to private institutions acquiring approval for abortion facilities. The amendment decentralised the process through which private abortion facilities received approval. The aim was to increase the number of providers. 

With the advancement in pre-natal technology, more and more cases were filed with the Supreme court to allow abortions beyond the permissible 20 weeks limit. The MTP Act 2002 thus reviewed and added more changes to the act giving more autonomy to pregnant persons and increase their ease of access to abortions. 

9.Mention some of the gaps in the MTP Act.
Ans.
1. The Act does not mention pregnant persons and is still rooted in heteronormative gender binary of women. 
2. The MTP Act mandates the State to provide abortion services at all public hospitals. However, the lack of required approval for public health facilities exempts the public sector from the same process.



10.How can the MTP Act be improved? 
Ans. 
Constant reviewing and setting up of a board that deals with ensuring improves and safer abortion practices reach the healthcare providers at all institutionalised levels should be made part of the Act. 
A revision of language of the MTP Act should be made as there are several parts of the 1971 legislature that still remain untouched. Although it is believed that the socio-political environment will allow greater understanding and liberty, it still runs the risk in terms of theoretical interpretations. For example – a woman still has to mention or be asked to prove that the pregnancy happened because of contraceptive failure when the pregnancy was always unintended even without the contraceptive failure or may have evolved to that. Extending the policy to a more inclusive gender spectrum would also make sure that it helps and reaches more people. 
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