Please answer the following questions in 50-70 words. 

1. The MTP Act was the first attempt to legislate Abortion in India. True or False?
- False. India has a long legal history when it comes to abortion. It goes back to nineteenth century only, starting with the Indian Penal code 1862 that had its origins and roots in the British Offences against the Person act of 1861and which criminalized abortions.

2. On what basis did the IPC of 1862 criminalize abortion?
- IPC of 1862 criminalized abortion on the basis that life of a person is sacred and it extended that personhood to the foetus. So, any form of induced miscarriage, unless done to save the pregnant person’s life was looked as a ‘murder’ and hence a serious offence.

3. Who was liable to be punished for abortions under the IPC of 1862?   
-  The pregnant ‘woman’ who consented and voluntarily underwent abortion and the abortionist or the person, who aided in inducing the miscarriage, were both liable to punishment under the IPC of 1862.

4. What were the implications of the IPC 1862 on the rights of pregnant persons?
- The implications of the IPC 1862 on the rights of pregnant person were not liberal in any sense. The provisions put the idea about ‘sacredness of life’ above the person going so far as to extend personhood to the foetus without taking any recognizance of the person’s right to their bodily autonomy. 


5. What was the motivation behind creating a more liberal abortion law in India? 
 - The motives for creating a more liberal abortion law in India were majorly the need for population control policies at the time. The alarming increase in abortions and maternal death rates also added to the concern and all of it fit well with the erstwhile family planning measures.


6. What were some of the concerns expressed by members of parliament when the MTP Act was first introduced in 1971?
- When MTP Act was introduced, it drew concerns and skepticism from all ends of the spectrum. Some parliamentarian put forward moral and religious concerns worrying about the moral fiber and social degradation it would cause, some appropriated it as harbinger of more corruption sand sex-crimes. On the other hand some parliamentarians pointed to its inadequacies as it was mostly driven by economic concerns and didn’t provide any real freedom to the women. Others also negated the economic concerns citing we’ve enough resources for any rise in populace.


7. Discuss the implications of the MTP Act on the rights of pregnant persons.
- While MTP act might look very liberal from the outset, it doesn’t provide any protection to the rights of the pregnant person but rather intends to provide protection to the medical service providers. It does not recognize the locus standi of the pregnant persons to their own bodily autonomy and is completely centered on the provider. The MTP Act is hence not right based as it undermines the pregnant person’s right to chose and does not cater to their needs and requirements. 


8. What was the rationale behind amending the MTP Act in 2002?
-   The rationale behind the MTP Act in 2002 was to cut down the red-tapism especially when it came to private institutions acquiring approval for abortion facilities. The major aim was to decentralize the process through which private abortion facilities received approval so as to make the services more accessible and the law more effective.


9. Mention some of the gaps in the MTP Act.
- There are many gaps in the MTP Act starting from the fact that it’s not right- based i.e. it does not cater to the needs and requirements of the pregnant person but  is instead centered around the provider. Another gap is in the accessibility and reaches especially in rural areas as when it comes to medical abortion, the pills can be prescribed only by a gynecologist and is supposed to be available only through registered medical facilities. A lot of the provisions are also very ableist, paternalistic and reflective of heteronormative and patriarchal society which makes it exclusionary to single women, vulnerable groups which include sex workers, trans people, inter sex people and gender-diverse individuals who might want to seek abortions. 


10. How can the MTP Act be improved? 
- The MTP Act can be improved by first tackling the above-mentioned various gaps in its provisions and then by bringing better clarity in its provision vis-à-vis the POCSO Act (The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act) and the PCPNDT Act (The Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques Act) so at to make it more well-rounded, approachable and effective.
