Compare and analyze in 300-500 words the different laws for abortion between India and any other country.

India and SriLanka, apart from being very close neighbors also share a lot of historical and cultural ties. So that’s why it was interesting to look at some steep difference in their abortion relates laws. This was especially notable in the context that SriLanka consistently ranks significantly higher in the human development index relative to India. However when it comes to the abortion-rights for women, India has relatively liberal laws. This might account to different political cultures in the both countries among many other factors. 

 In India a certified health service provider is allowed to induce medical termination of pregnancy with the consent of the pregnant woman (parents consent needed in case of a minor is) till twenty-four weeks of pregnancy in most cases. Cases beyond twenty-four weeks are also allowed but subjected to some conditions.
In SriLanka abortion is only allowed if the life of the pregnant person is at certifiable risk and apart from it any willful miscarriage of abortion is criminalized.  The law persecutes both the pregnant person and the providers, in some cases the punishment for provider going up to as long as 20 years of imprisonment. The only other country in South Asia that matches its punitive measures on abortion is Afghanistan. Hence, SriLanka does have a lot of cases of backdoor abortions. However though, despite the rigorous laws, the maternal mortality rate in the country is lowest in the region including than that of India. 

The discourses in the countries on abortion also differs as the laws in India were driven by the economic concerns of rising population whereas in SriLanka, the laws are centered mostly around the question of morality due to religious and cultural influences.

On one aspect the both countries are very similar though i.e. laws of both countries are not right based. There’s no recognizance of the rights of the pregnant person and the existing provisions mainly centers around the provider. Hence, it could be said that Abortion laws in the both countries are driven by socio-economic factors rather than the rights of a person to their bodily autonomy.
