Lesson 3 – Assignment 
Write a reflective piece in 300-500 words on the points of contention within different Acts (MTP Act, POSCO Act and PCPNDT Act).
With the introduction of MTP Act in 1971,  liberalization of some extent was seen in abortion law, which was previously illegal under Indian Penal Code (IPC) of 1862. On meeting various conditions mentioned in the Act, an abortion can be performed. While failing to do so, an abortion would be treated as a crime under IPC. With the passage of time, different Acts have been passed by the parliament that are contradictory to the MTP Act, namely Pre-Conception and Prenatal Diagnostic Techniques (PCPNDT) Act, 1994 and Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012. 

In case of the PCPNDT Act, it was introduced to check sex-selective abortion or female feticide and to create a balance in the sex ratio. The main idea behind this Act was to ban and criminalize the use of sex selection techniques like IVF – to stop female feticide in India. Now due to the fear of involving in a case of female feticide, medical practitioners started to refuse abortions to pregnant persons. A lot of times when pregnant persons want an abortion, but they are denied by medical practitioners to avoid any legal repercussion if the sex of the fetus has already been determined, even when/if it is not so. Qualified medical practitioners and gynecologist have been guarded in providing abortion services. It has created a sense of fear among health care providers which results in another barrier for pregnant people to access safe abortion facilities. Also, there is a lack of clarity about the law among people as well as medical practitioners. Hence, a termination of pregnancy meeting all the conditions of MTP Act is yet likely to be denied due to legal complications and contradictions with PCPNDT Act. 

POSCO Act of 2012 is aimed at safeguarding the children from sexual abuse, harassment and exploitation. In its framework, it deals with the children below the age of 18 years. The Act has made it mandatory for a service provider to report if the abortion seekers turns out to be under the age of 18. Thus, a sexual relationship between two people below the age of 18 becomes invalid under the POCSO Act. Failing to report such a case would result into an imprisonment of 6 months or fine or both. Due to mandatory reporting procedures, oftentimes medical practitioners refuse to provide abortion services to pregnant people under the age of 18. The problem with this well-intentioned Act is two-fold; firstly it leads to denial of reproductive rights as well as it does not recognize the sexual autonomy of young people. It is highly controlling and paternalistic in nature. For people below the age of 18, a mandatory reporting under POCSO Act along with the provision of consent from parent or guardian under MTP Act, is a point of intersection between the two Acts, which often complicates and delays in accessing safe abortion services.
