Post-Module Assignment
Compare and analyze in 300-500 words the different laws for abortion between India and any other country.

The law dealing with abortion varies from country to country and has evolved with the period of time. While in some countries abortion is legal and free of cost, it is found to be completely banned in others, with exception of sparing the life of pregnant. Also, there are regulations and restrictions of various kind in different circumstances across the world. To have comparative analysis, a case of India and the Netherlands could be taken up. While the former is modernizing its laws and policies to keep up with so-called developed world, the later, on the other hand, is a highly advanced country with modern health care facilities, including reproductive health.

Abortion Laws in India 
The abortion was criminalized under the Indian Penal Code of 1862. Attempts were made to provide a legal framework for accessing safe abortion in the form of Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act of 1971. Certain conditions were laid down in the Act in order to get an abortion service. The MTP Act determines – (i) who can end a pregnancy; (ii) till when a pregnancy can be ended; and (iii) where can a pregnancy be ended. End of pregnancy is allowed for an expansive scope of conditions as long as 20 weeks of gestation. However, it requires a second specialist's endorsement if the pregnancy is past 12 weeks. Since its enactment, the MPT Act has been amended various times to keep up with new technology and issues that have arisen with time. But saying that MTP Act has been able to arrest unsafe abortion or recognizing a right to abortion, would be highly misleading and wrong. Unsafe abortion still continues to be one of the leading cause of maternal mortality and a right to abortion in India seems like a distant dream. Moreover, due to interlinkages between MTP Act and other abortion-related legislations – PCPNDT Act and POCSO Act – the difficulty in accessing abortion services has only been reinforced.

Abortion Laws in the Netherlands 
Abortion was illegal in the Netherlands as per the Penal Code, 1886 and the Mortality Acts of 1911. It was only in 1970s that the debate over liberalization of abortion law took up. In 1981, an abortion law was passed by Dutch Parliament and came into force in 1984. It legalized abortion when it is done by a specialist in a certified clinic or hospital up to 24 weeks of pregnancy. The abortion are covered under national health insurance and therefore are free of charge. There is a provision of mandatory wait for a period of 5 days from the day of first consultation to think about the decision of abortion in the light of views expressed medical practitioner. Service provider are obliged:
• To have a consultation in person with the pregnant person prior to abortion. 
• To provide advices on available options to the pregnant person. 
• To inform of medical risks, if any.
• To get consent of parent's if the pregnant person is minor, i.e. below the age of 18.

Conclusion
Looking at the history of abortion laws in the two countries, a parallel can be drawn considering that technically abortion was illegal both India and the Netherlands under Indian Penal Code of 1862 and Penal Code of 1886 respectively. Abortion was legalized in1971 in India, while in the Netherlands it was legalized in 1984. Gestational limit in the Netherlands is set as 24 weeks, which in practice turns out as 22 weeks mostly. Likewise in India, a pregnancy can be terminated up to 20 weeks. In the second trimester of pregnancy, procedure becomes stricter and requires consent from two qualified medical practitioners in both the countries. Given that there are lesser social and legal barriers in the Netherlands, the Dutch legal framework turns out to be more liberal and inclusive than its Indian counterpart.
