ASSIGNMENT 2
Write a reflective piece in 300-500 words on the points of contention within different acts (MTP Act, POCSO Act, PCPNDT Act).
The MTP Act, POCSO Act and the PCPNDT Act have some conflicts within understanding and practicing different provisions under these laws. These confusions have also led to further stigmatizing abortion and making it inaccessible. 
The PCPNDT Act was largely used and advocated as a means to create a collective consciousness about sex selective abortions and female feticide. It also created an impression that abortion is illegal. The PCPNDT Act is against determining the sex of the fetus. That is; the law prohibits anyone from using the available technologies to figure out the sex of the fetus, for whatever reasons, thus determining the sex of the fetus is the offense under PCPNDT Act. It does not matter whether the fetus is male/female/intersex or whether they opted for abortion after knowing the results. The crime under PCPNDT Act is determining the sex of the fetus. But with the narrative of rescuing the ‘unborn female child’ and punishing the abortion seeker and provider for their ‘cruelty’ to set an example and decrease female feticide had already become the general understanding around abortion and female feticide. In fact it is problematic to say that PCPNDT Act is to prevent “sex selective abortions” because it is to stop sex selection or determining it. But the idea of sex selective abortions would only consider the abortion seeker who had a female fetus, while it is not the abortion but the sex determination is the crime. 
The conflicts within POCSO and MTP arises more of from a moral ground, rather than legal. Though the POCSO act tried to ensure that child abuse is reported and action is taken, it has completely shut out the fact that young people – in POCSO’s definition, children, do have sexuality and should have the agency to make informed choices and also express their sexuality. But the law completely ignores this and considers children who engage in consensual sexual activity as the abuser and victim. The mandatory reporting, in such cases, where they would prefer privacy for obvious reasons, deters them from accessing safe abortion. This area has to be revised and understood with respect to the fact that people do have sexuality and they should have the agency to make informed choices. Rather than acknowledging it and equipping them with knowledge, ignoring the fact that young people do have sexual desires and further stigmatizing it would only lead to further making sexual and reproductive health and rights out of reach for them. 

