Analyze access to abortion services in your city or state in 200-400 words.
-As one of India’s most socioeconomically disadvantaged states, it comes as no surprise that the awareness about the legality of abortion still remains elusive and mired with misconceptions in Bihar. However it gets dire as the misconceptions also plague many frontline health workers themselves such as ASHA. These misconceptions ranging from the questions on legality of abortion to its stigmatization along with lack of availability of services affects the access to abortion for a lot of people especially for the rural demographics.
According to a survey conducted by Guttmacher Institute, estimated 1.25 million abortions occurred in Bihar in 2015. The state’s abortion rate was 49 terminations per 1,000 women of reproductive age. However there lies great regional disparities in the accessibility of the services as Sixty-nine percent of the facilities were located in urban areas given only 13% of the state’s female population resides in these areas. Fewer than 10% of the comprehensive facilities were located in rural areas. 
It is notable that most of the abortions take places in non-facility settings using medical methods of abortion while less than a quarter of abortions occurred in health facilities and there also private facilities provided nearly all facility-based terminations. There has been found reluctance among people in going to public facilities due to privacy concerns, poor infrastructure, delayed services, etc.  
The fact than less than a quarter of facilities providing comprehensive abortion-related care are private does not help the case. This could be attributed to a lot of thing such as the fears around PNPCNDT Act, difficulties in getting the registration, lack of expertise and personnel, etc. Hence we see even there are fewer facilities providing second trimester abortion. 
Medical abortion drugs are though the most common option appeared to be mostly because they are cost-effective and easily available. They are categorized as Schedule H Drugs but are easily available over the counter and generally recommended by pharmacists rather than doctors. While the easy availability of abortion drugs has significantly helped people in regard to unwanted pregnancies, the usage of drugs without proper guidance also leads to complications. 

But overall the situation has been improving with govt. putting in special focus on rural health. In 2011, in recognition of the need to increase access to safe abortion to reduce maternal morbidity and mortality, the government of Bihar launched Yukti Yojana, a program for accrediting and supporting private health care facilities to provide abortion in the first trimester and post abortion care services. The numbers of health facilities have also been increasing slowly.

