Place 5 identities on a scale of likelihood of getting access to a safe abortion and also give your rationale for the same [200-300 words].

1. An unmarried woman - 7
· Intercourse without marriage is taboo in most of Indian society which might lead them to miss on familial support. Service providers can also be biased and unkind. This could hamper their access to specifically the post abortion care. Then with the added concern for privacy, it might be difficult for them to find good service facility.

2. A married woman gynecologist – 9
· The abortion services in India mainly cater to the married women. Being a doctor herself, she would have relatively better awareness about abortion procedures and legality along with better access to prompt and safe services. Her employment status could also get her more empowerment to freely assert and exercise her right to bodily autonomy.

3. An unmarried teenage girl in rural Bihar – 4
· The number of health facilities providing comprehensive abortion care in rural Bihar is low. The girl would also not have access to a lot of resources and with the stigma attached to abortion specifically before marriage; her guardians might find it difficult to get access to safe services whilst maintaining privacy. There can also be a lot of unawareness regarding the legality of abortion in rural areas. Hence, other methods might be preferred to maintain privacy and avoid delay and extra cost.

4. A 15 year old girl – 5
· Since a pregnancy or any sexual instances involving a minor is looked as an assault and has to be reported under POCSO, a lot of service providers are sometimes reluctant and scared of the extra paper and police work. The girl would also need a guardian or parent to go with her so as to avail the services along with proper counseling and comprehensive post abortion care.

5. A man- 1
· The MTP Act and the discourse around abortion only recognize pregnancy of a woman hence there’s no framework under which other pregnant people can get safe services.


