

Answer the following questions in not more than 200 words.

1. Reproductive rights are a human right. True or False?

 -True. Reproductive rights are human rights as they’re basic and inalienable needs of the people for a healthy and dignified life. Conventionally also they were established as a subset of  human rights at the United Nations 1968 international conference on human rights which declared family planning as a human right. 
This is in line with the World Health Organization’s understanding of reproductive rights, which outlines that Reproductive rights rest on the recognition of the basic right of all couples and individuals to decide freely and responsibly the number, spacing and timing of their children and to have information to do so, and right to attain the highest standard of sexual and reproductive health.  They also include the right of all to make decisions concerning reproduction free of discrimination, coercion and violence.


2. Explain why reproductive rights is an umbrella term.

-‘Reproductive rights’ is an umbrella term because it does not connotes to one single right or even a single set of rights but rather it refers to a wide arena of rights i.e. anything and everything related to or affecting (directly or indirectly) the reproductive health of a person. So we see it covers the Right to legal or safe abortion, Right to control one's reproductive functions, Right to access in order to make reproductive choices free of coercion, discrimination and violence, Right to access education about contraception and sexually transmitted diseases and freedom from coerced sterilization and contraception and the Right to protect from gender based practices such as female genital cutting and male genital mutilation, etc.


3. Give a brief overview on India’s position on reproductive rights.

- India does not have the best term record when it comes to protecting and safeguarding reproductive rights. Before The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act that came in 1971, abortions or induced miscarriages as they were termed were criminalized and punishable under the IPC. But it’s to be noted that the MTP Act is not rights-based. It is pro-service provider and does not take into account the agency of the pregnant person.
India, as a signatory to the International Conference on Population and Development, 1994, has also committed itself to ethical and professional standards in family planning services, including the right to personal reproductive autonomy and collective gender equality. Indian policies and laws so far seem to reflect this understanding, but it’s mostly on paper. 
The discourse around reproductive rights has always been centered around family planning and that also singularly centering on married women. This completely alienates and also puts at risk those individuals who might not identify as a woman, are unmarried or conform to any of the other acceptable societal categories and expectations. Furthermore, it also takes a very restrictive view of teen sexualities as we see laws like POCSO criminalizes any sexual activities for those below 18 years of age.


4. Explain how social and religious views on sexuality can hamper reproductive rights.
- Laws of the land, whether constitutional or conventional, are often overtly or subtly shaped and influence by the social and religious culture of the place. So if the society and religion has a narrow, restrictive and conservative outlook on sexuality, it’s also reflected on the legislations there. Furthermore, even if the legislations are progressive, the social stigma hampers its implementation. 
It could be seen in the way abortion still remains a taboo in 21st century in India, and how it’s significantly more difficult for an unmarried person to avail the abortion or reproductive health services in comparison to a married woman. The MTP Act also completely excludes Transgender men, intersex people and people beyond the gender binary. A lot of it is informed by the social and religious views that only see sex as means of reproduction for people in heterosexual marriages and so terms anything outside of that as perversion, immoral and something to be stigmatized and condemned.


5. Explain how Indian society perceives motherhood. 
-Indian society in general perceives Motherhood as something sacred and as a gift from god that needs to be revered, hence the taboo on abortion. It’s also seen as the ultimate and most important duty of a (cis-gender) woman as ultimate aspiration and destination of woman, to the extent that sometimes womanhood is made synonymous with motherhood. Hence, women who don’t embrace motherhood or can’t get pregnant are often stigmatized and even ostracized. This also adds to the exclusion, oppression and difficulties for people outside the heteronormative sex-gender binary. This affects access to safe health care services and puts the lives of individuals at risk with many negative consequences most of the times.

6.  How does patriarchy restrict access to abortion services?
-Patriarchy restricts access to abortion services in many ways with its various manifestations. The patriarchal structure often does not recognize that the female body has any agency and the autonomy to make any decisions. This is evident in the mother versus the unborn foetus rights discourse which gives primacy to the rights of foetus over the pregnant person. Furthermore, different manifestations of patriarchy like the institution of marriage and ‘ideal motherhood’ also end up stigmatizing abortion and specifically obstructing access to abortion for a lot of people such as unmarried women and people from LGBT communities. 


7. How do prejudice and bias on the part of service providers affect access to safe services?

-The prejudices and biases on the part of service providers affect the access to safe services in many ways. It can often stigmatize the individuals who come seeking the service. This is really dangerous as this denies the individuals the right to safe abortion services which should be considered a basic health care right. According to recent Supreme Court cases, the right to reproductive rights comes under the fundamental rights to privacy as enshrined in the constitution, but biased service providers could end up violating that eventually ends up discouraging socially vulnerable people from seeking services and they might chose other unsafe options.


8. What are some of the challenges facing unmarried persons while seeking abortions?

-Seeking abortions poses its own kind of challenge to un-married persons. Service providers could be biased and unkind. Privacy remains a major concern for unmarried persons as although people are getting more aware and progressive now a day, society still stigmatizes pre-marital sex so many a times they have to pay more than a married couple would do. Because of this stigma to pre-marital sex, unmarried people could get relatively loner or isolated when it comes to familial support. This socially sanctioned need for secrecy also makes it more difficult to get post abortion care. And many a times to avoid these unpleasantness and due to other fears, un-married pregnant people feel reluctant themselves to seek services and end up at doors of quacks, 
etc.


9. Why is centering reproductive rights around family planning problematic?

-Centering the discourse of reproductive rights around family planning is problematic as the idea of family remains here very heteronormative and even there it does not realize that those not wanting to make a family or part of a family i.e. individuals also have right to proper reproductive health services. It is assumed that only married women are engaged in sexual intercourse and therefore are the target audience for family planning measures and contraceptives. This completely alienates and also puts at risk those individuals who might not identify as a woman, are unmarried or conform to any of the other acceptable societal categories and expectations. It gives primacy to a particular kind of family over the rights of an individual.


10. How does a legal framework help counter discrimination against women?

-A legal framework helps counter discrimination against women by institutionalizing the laws supporting the rights of women against discrimination and by prosecuting those supporting or practicing discrimination.
Many a time’s laws are informed by the social norms but a lot of time laws also shape the ethicality and conscience of society so as to protect the human rights of individuals. For instance, in case of India, we see that abortion still remains a taboo, but laws legalizing abortion has been slowly changing that by providing support and services to people wanting abortions. So even in case of large scale social discrimination, favorable legal framework provides a limitedly safe space to women to counter it. Here the legal vocabulary could also play a big role.
  
