UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
All the states of the USA have their own laws on every aspect, and so is the case with abortion. The Alabama Human Life Protection Act enacted in the year 2019, criminalizes abortion carried out by the physicians that are in contravention of the act. The Act requires that in order for it to be an abortion, the woman must have the knowledge of her pregnancy, and she must have an intention to terminate that pregnancy. The definition of ‘abortion’ used in the Act provides that, abortion is the use or prescription of any instrument, medicine, drug, or other substance or device with the intent to terminate the pregnancy of a woman known to be pregnant with knowledge that the termination by those means will with reasonable likelihood cause the death of the unborn child. Other activities excluded from the definition of abortion are the ones that are done with intent to save the life or preserve the health of an unborn child, remove a dead unborn child, to deliver the unborn child prematurely to avoid a serious health risk to the unborn child’s mother, or to preserve the health of her unborn child.  As per the Louisiana act it is a punishable crime to perform abortions after the fetal heartbeat of the unborn child has been diagnosed. However, there are some exceptions like if the pregnancy is medically futile or the physician’s recommendation for termination. Under Georgia’s Living Infants Fairness and Equality (LIFE) Act, abortion is the act of using, prescribing, or administering any instrument substance, device, or other means with the purpose to terminate a pregnancy with knowledge that termination will, with reasonable likelihood, cause the death of an unborn child. There are certain exceptions and defences under this act as well. The Roe V. Wade judgment is considered to be one of the most important judgements in the area of abortion laws in the US. The  court ruled that the Constitution of the United States protects a pregnant woman's liberty to choose to have an abortion without excessive government restriction. It struck down many U.S. federal and state abortion laws, and prompted an ongoing national debate in the United States about whether and to what extent abortion should be legal, who should decide the legality of abortion, what methods the Supreme Court should use in constitutional adjudication, and what the role of religious and moral views in the political sphere should be.
 INDIA 
The Indian Penal Code,1860 has criminalised abortions that are done without the consent of the bearing female and replaced the term ‘miscarriage’ in place of ‘abortion’. Section 312 punishes the person who voluntarily causes a miscarriage of the bearing female with imprisonment that can be extended up to 3 years, or fine, or both. Section 313 deals with punishing the persons who cause abortion of a female without the consent of that female. Offences committed under this section are cognizable, non-boilable and non-compoundable. The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 recognizes the right of females to abort the child. This act identifies the female’s physical and mental distress that she will be going through if she will have to give birth to a child from an unwanted pregnancy with various provisions. In January 2020, the cabinet approved of the MPT Bill, 2020 to amend the act. The amendment bill proposes to increase the gestation period within which abortions can be done from 20 weeks to 24 weeks. Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POSCO), establishes an age bar on consensual sexual activities at 18. Under this act, all pregnant females below the age of 18 are considered to be rape survivors even of the sexual act was consensual. As per The Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques Act (PCPNDT), any form of prenatal sex determination is banned and all the clinics or services that perform any kind of procedure or technique which can potentially determine the sex of the child are not allowed to do that.
INDIA AND USA COMPARISION
Indian laws on abortion are much more progressive as compared to that of the USA. Though the USA was early to declare abortion as a part of a woman’s ‘zone of privacy’ through the judgment of Roe Vs Wade, India recognized female’s right to abortion has her Right to personal liberty guaranteed under Article 21 years later, India was quick to consider the position of the females to give birth and to raise the child out of an unwanted pregnancy coupled with the life of the prenatal child. The abortion laws in the USA are strict and restrictive since the country majorly focuses on the rights of the prenatal child and largely neglects the mental health risks and other bodily integrity. It is important to note that even in this day and age where countries are struggling hard to provide and build an environment that is unbiased to the females, adopting stringent abortion laws that compromise a female’s rights does not look good on the country.
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