Please answer the following questions in 50-70 words. 

1. Explain why myths and misconceptions about abortions are dangerous.

There have always been myths and misconceptions about abortions, stemming from an anti-abortion narrative. These false notions foster a sense of fear and shame among people and add to the stigma around abortion. Not only does it help in creating and perpetuating misleading ideas about abortions, but, at times, it can also put the pregnant person’s life at risk owing to misconceptions.

2. Most of the myths and misconceptions about abortion are based on which concerns?

There is a tendency of assigning personhood to the fetus which leads to plethora of myths and misconceptions. It is wrongly believed that terminating an unwanted pregnancy is equal to killing a child, which is not true since a fetus is not a person and is merely a part of the pregnant person’s body that they want to remove.

3. Which misconception about abortion can cause serious physical harm?

Some misconceptions can cause great physical harm to the pregnant person, and in some cases they are solely the reason of maternal mortality. It is the misconception that an abortion procedure can be done in a home set up by inserting a sharp object like. Such misconceptions are highly prevalent due the lack of awareness and cause great deal of harm to the pregnant person(s). 

4. Under what circumstances can abortion cause infertility?

It is a well established fact that when done safely, an abortion has no effect the fertility of pregnant person whatsoever. However, an abortion, performed unsafely in unhygienic set by unqualified practitioner, can cause physical damage and infertility. 

5. Abortions can lead to cancer. True or False

It is false hypothesis that abortion leads to cancer or breast cancer in particular. A number of mainstream scientific opinions – such as World Health Organization, American Cancer Society, Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, etc. – have rejected this hypothesis. 

6. What are the causes of stress and trauma for people seeking abortions and how can stress and trauma be minimized?
The main cause of stress and trauma for an abortion seeker is stigma attached to. Instead of support and counseling, a pregnant person who is seeking abortion is stigmatized, ostracized, shamed and labeled with various awful names. A proper counseling and support can greatly help in minimizing the trauma.

7. Abortions are sought mostly by young and unmarried women. True or False

Indeed, it is false. It is a judgmental opinion that only unmarried, bad or irresponsible women seek abortion, which adds to the stigma about abortion as well as female sexuality. In reality, abortion is sought by across the age of fertility, and not necessarily by those who identify themselves as women.  

8.  Why is the perception that only certain types of people seek abortions problematic?

The perception that only certain types of people seek abortions is highly problematic because it is one of the major reasons of stigma around abortion. It creates a binary of responsible and irresponsible women or good and bad women. Hence, it creates stigma and shame for an abortion seeker.

9. Only Cis-gendered women can become pregnant. True or False

While the term cis-gender is used to refer people whose gender identity matches their sex assigned at birth, it does not necessarily mean that those who do not identify as cis-gender cannot become pregnant. As a matter of fact, trans and non-binary people can be pregnant too.


10. 10. Explain how myths and misconceptions about abortion are created and perpetuated.

Most of the myths and misconceptions are derived from religions or other beliefs, since most of the religions tend to consider a fetus as a life. In fact, some religions consider pregnancy to be a gift from god. Hence, termination of unwanted pregnancy automatically becomes an act of sin with lots of stigma attached to it. Through generations, such ideas have been infused and perpetuated.
