1. The MTP Act was the first attempt to legislate Abortion in India. True or False?
Ans: True, the Medical Termination of pregnancy act was passed in 1971 which legalised abortion in all states except Jammu and Kashmir. 

2. On what basis did the IPC of 1862 criminalise abortion?
[bookmark: _Hlk65103685]Ans: The Indian Penal Code 1860 (hereinafter referred to as the Code) which is the basic criminal law of the country, keeping in view the religious moral social and ethical background of the Indian community, made induced abortion a criminal offence, under Sections 312 to 316 of the Code. 3 Section 312 reads: Causing miscarriage — Whoever voluntarily causes a woman with child to miscarry, shall, if such miscarriage be not caused in good faith for the purpose of saving the life of the woman, be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both and if the woman be quick with child, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine.
Explanation — A woman who causes herself to miscarry, is within the meaning of this section. It is important to note that the framers of the Code have carefully avoided use of the word 'abortion' in Section 312, which relates to an unlawful termination of pregnancy. This was perhaps done with a view to avoiding injury to sentiments of the tradition bound Indian community. The section speaks of 'miscarriage' only, which term has nowhere been defined in the Code.

3. Who was liable to be punished for abortions under the IPC of 1862?  
Ans: Any person who Voluntarily causes a woman with child to miscarry shall, if such miscarriage be not caused in good faith for the purpose of saving the life of the woman, be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both; and, if the woman be quick with child, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine”.

4. What were the implications of the IPC 1862 on the rights of pregnant persons?
Ans: Under IPC 1862 the pregnant person didn’t had any rights. No one can go for abortion as it considered life as sacred. So, any person who is pregnant had no choice except to give birth to that child. Because if they willing went for abortion they will be jailed and fined.
5. What was the motivation behind creating a more liberal abortion law in India? 
Ans: The idea of more liberalized law was suggested by the Central Planning Board of Indian Government in 1964. Government was working towards population control measure under which abortion is also promoted. And also there were increasing cases of abortion and maternal death rates to address these concerns the Government of India convened a committee headed by Shantilal Shah to make recommendations for drafting an abortion law.

6. What were some of the concerns expressed by members of parliament when the MTP Act was first introduced in 1971?
Ans: Some concerns expressed by members of parliament were that it is wrong on Religious and Moral Grounds, society will degrade if the law is passed so efforts should be made to stop this law, this act will disrupt the society which will lead to more corruption and more sex crimes, birth control should be attained through self- control which should be attained through proper education and character building.

7. Discuss the implications of the MTP Act on the rights of pregnant persons.
Ans: The MTP Act provides privacy to the person getting abortion done. It also helps a person in terms that now they can go for abortion without thinking about the punishment and fine.

8. What was the rationale behind amending the MTP Act in 2002?
Ans: Under the original version of the ACT private institutions can easily acquire approval for abortion facilities. The amendment allowed district level committees to approve private facilities to provide services under the MTP act. This was aimed at increasing the number of centers that provided the services. The amendment also replaced the word ‘lunatic’ with ‘mentally ill’. This change was to imply that a mentally ill person was someone who needed treatment for any form of mental illness or disorder. Stricter penalties and punishments with imprisonment of 2 to 7 years were added in the event that the pregnancy was terminated in an unapproved facility or by an untrained person. This was done to ensure greater safety and compliance of the pregnant person.

9. Mention some of the gaps in the MTP Act.
Ans: The ACT doesn’t take into account the autonomy of the pregnant person. It focuses on medical service provider and not on the pregnant person. Abortion is not easily available for everyone as in a way it focuses on patriarchal society instead of focusing on the pregnant person. This ACT also excludes the single women, vulnerable groups which include sex workers, trans people, inter sex people and gender-diverse individuals who might want to seek abortions.

10.  How can the MTP Act be improved?
Ans: It could be improved by including all sections of society as different types of communities and sections lives within society. It should also take into consideration the trauma and the experience of survivor coming out from sexual or physical violence. 
