Module 4: Lesson 2 - Assignment

Indeed, a lot of the popular culture and narrative around a variety of subjects – such as abortion, pre-marital sex, sperm donation, etc. – is formed by the media we consume. Since I wanted to see one progressive movie on the subject of abortion, which is rarely found, Grandma (2015) tuned out to be a great choice. The movie not only explores the question of abortion, but also a number of things that our society is grappled with, namely ageism, homosexuality, parenting, etc. In the form of a comedy-drama, Paul Weitz presents a beautiful depiction of how difficult it is to get abortion for a young pregnant person in a modern society like that of America.
Lily Tomlin (Elle) plays the role of a grandma whose granddaughter Sage (played by Julia Garner) needs money for an abortion by the end of the day, as she has an appointment scheduled for it. Elle herself bankrupted visits so many people from her past to call in favors in an effort to raise the money. She tries to get money initially by selling a collection of her feminist books, which doesn’t work out. She also tries to approach her ex-husband Karl (Sam Elliott) to borrow money and he agrees eventually. However, the moment he hears the money is to be used to abort an unwanted pregnancy, he refuses to give a single buck. Ultimately, Sage and Elle turn to Judy, Sage’s mother, for the money. Judy is angry to know that her daughter is pregnant without her knowledge. However, she agrees to pay for her daughter’s abortion.
The movie rightly depicts the difficulty a pregnant faces in accessing reproductive healthcare. As at the point Sage and Elle are entering healthcare center, they are confronted by anti-abortion people who shame and stigmatize Sage for getting an abortion as a sin equivalent to murder. In fact, they punch Elle in the face when she tries to intervene. Also, this movie accurately shows that oftentimes the support from the partner of pregnant person is not here at all and they abandon the pregnant person in such times.
Many critics have the labeled it as a “feminist” and a “pro-choice” film. Geoffrey McNab, a critic from The Independent says, “It is heartening to see a film that tackles unintended pregnancy and abortion in a humorous and sensitive way.” In that manner, the film sets a narrative which is intersectional and on a right-based approach. It helps in understanding the problems a pregnant person faces due to stigma around abortion. Moreover, it is rightly shown that not everyone is in a position to afford abortion facility, especially when the pregnant person happens to be a teenager.
