Q) Write a reflective piece in 300-500 words on the points of contention within different acts (MTP Act, POCSO Act, PCPNDT Act).
ANS) The Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act, 1971 governs induced abortion service delivery in India. It very clearly defines by who, where, and when abortion services may be provided. The Government of India enacted the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 to prevent and address child sexual abuse. These Acts overlap where the POCSO Act requires medical providers to report sexual abuse among minors and the MTP Act allows registered providers to terminate pregnancies resulting from rape. The intersection between the MTP Act and the POCSO Act creates confusion, delays, and sometimes denial of abortion services for young girls. Because of confusion these girls move towards unreliable means to terminate the pregnancy which is mostly way too costly and risky.
Another act came to complicate the matter further- The PCPNDT Act (Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques Act) came in 1994 with the intention of curbing sex selective abortions or ‘female feticide’ and control the skewed sex ratio of the country.
Offences under this act include conducting or helping in the conduct of prenatal diagnostic technique in the unregistered units, sex selection on a man or woman, conducting PND test for any purpose other than the one mentioned in the act, sale, distribution, supply, renting etc. of any ultra sound machine or any other equipment capable of detecting sex of the foetus.
Due to strict implementation of this law medical practitioners deny abortion out of fear. Many awareness campaigns were done to create the awareness but the way it was done was also problematic as it was done and still done on the basis of patriarchal society. The idea that if there will be few girls many boys have to remain unmarried and the society won’t continue in its basic form is problematic.
Currently, abortions up to 20 weeks is allowed under the MTP Act and upto 24 weeks for certain cases. Decriminalization of abortions in India, which would make abortions permissible at any stage of the pregnancy, is however still a distant dream. 


