Chapter 1 - Worksheet
1. Can you think of any examples of advocacy that you have seen?
An example of advocacy that I have seen quite closely is the anti-CAA movement. As of what has been discussed in the live session about advocacy and what I have read from the notes, the anti-CAA movement was not merely a social movement, but more of advocacy to bring changes in the proposed law – a legal advocacy in this manner.
Though it was a nationwide movement starting after police brutality on protestors, and dealing with several issues associated with one particular minority community, its eventual goal was, however, to advocate for change in the discriminatory law passed by the parliament. Thus, I see it as an example of advocacy. I also have seen other examples of advocacy. But I feel the anti-CAA movement is one such which I closely relate with.
2. Can you identify the issue, decision-makers, arguments, and advocacy activity in the example provided by you?
As the name suggests, the issue in the anti-CAA movement was the passing of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA), 2019 coupled with the proposed National Register of Citizens (NRC), paving the way for a threat to lose citizenship for Indian Muslims. The idea of granting citizenship based on religion itself is discriminatory and leads to various problems. The Act systematically excludes Muslims from three neighboring countries to attain Indian Citizenship. NRC, on the other hand, requires proving Indian citizenship so that “illegal migrants” can be identified. Clubbing together the two – CAA and NRC – would turn out to be a trap and threat for Indian Muslims. 
Since both CAA and NRC fall under the ambit of Central Government, the decision-makers, in this case, were the Government of India, parliament, and lastly, the Supreme Court to step in if need be.
Various arguments were raised both in support and against CAA. The central argument raised against it was the discriminatory nature of citizenship law, excluding one particular community on the basis of region. The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) referred to it as "fundamentally discriminatory." Moreover, when combined with NRC, it becomes more problematic. Hence, the argument was to repeal the law or change it to be inclusive in nature.
People carried out a number of advocacy activities to get their voices heard by the government. It includes pretests, rallies, marches, etc. There was a mass mobilization of people to start sit-in protests and dharnas. However, what made it unique was the active participation of women in the movement. They not only participated but also led the movement across India, which is remarkable.
3. Do you think they were effective? Elaborate.  
So far the movement is concerned; it was pretty effective in mobilizing the masses and creating pressure on decision-makers or other authorities. The movement generated awareness among the masses using social media platforms as well as speeches, protests, and dharnas. It was covered by different national and international media. Various debates also happened in Parliament on this matter.
The problem faced was that the government was very adamant to listen to anyone. It took every means available to suppress the peaceful movement, be that by the use of force or violence. Another challenge faced was the spread of misinformation and fake news. 
The onset of nationwide lockdown has resulted in the closure of protests. More importantly, what followed was the mass incarceration of activists, protesters, and students. As of now, neither the CAA nor the NRC has been rolled out. Therefore, despite mass movement and advocacy, it could not be translated into the revocation of discriminatory laws.
4. What issues would you like to advocate on? What type of advocacy would you like to do (i.e. policy, public, legal, media, budgetary or political)?
My interest has been in the area of gender and stereotypes; such as gender norms, sexual and reproductive rights. The problem has been there for ages. Since it is a sensitive issue, it is always difficult to question and challenge it. In that manner, gender norms continue to pile up. Social and cultural norms are highly influential over individual behavior in a broad variety of contexts including violence and its prevention. Norms can create an environment that can either foster or mitigate violence and its deleterious effects. Patriarchy, for instance, is one such institution that is highly internalized among women and is ingrained in the younger generation to keep it alive. We need to question and challenge these institutions founded on the idea of oppression of women and other gender minorities.
In order to advocate for equal rights and respect for all and to debunk the gender binary, I would like to take up these issues and build a virtual community of people who can lead gender sensitization of people in their respective areas and communities. Therefore, media advocacy can be led where we address and listen to the people who face challenges in their daily life for having a different gender identity. I would like to do such a media advocacy.
