Worksheet 1

1. Can you think of any examples of advocacy that you have seen? 
The ones that comes to my mind sooner are all social media advocacies, with various activities including social media and mass campaigns, Hashtags, challenges, signature campaigns etc. I have been part of an advocacy for SRHR of adolescent girls (Snehidhi), this was primarily conducted by Centre for Women’s Development and Research, Chennai. It was an advocacy which tried to ensure that school going adolescent girls as well as adolescent mothers from Chennai’s slums had access to menstrual pads, toilets with water and pad disposing mechanisms. The NGO has created a network of NGOs through which they advocated the same. We also conducted rallies of adolescent girls from the resettlement colonies and slums, also advocated through media and also reached the politicians, where adolescent girls from these slums directly conversed and advocated for their needs. 
I have also been part of an advocacy to ensure the proper working of ICC at my institute. Even though there was an ICC, it was not working or existing at all. When there was any issue, we would have to educate the chairperson, about what the law mentions or what are the things that a person who have had to face sexual harassment need. Since the institute (RGNIYD, Sriperumbudur) didn’t fall under UGC, but directly under ministry of youth and sports affairs and we had an ordinance detailing the setting up of ICC and its working, we had to advocate for its proper working. 

2. Can you identify the issue, decision-makers, arguments, and advocacy activity in the example provided by you?
Yes, I could identify the issue, decision maker, arguments and advocacy activity. . 
The Snehidhi program was meant for multiple issues concerning adolescent girls in the slums of Chennai; particularly the resettlement colonies and slums near coastal areas such as, Kannagi Nagar, Ezhil Nagar, Tsunami Nagar, Sollinganalloor, Thiruvanmiyur, Mylapore and Santhom. The issue was menstrual stigmas and lack of proper means to keep menstrual hygiene among adolescent girls from poor backgrounds. Decision makers included School authorities, teachers, Tamil Nadu Slum Development Corporation, Politicians. The primary argument was, to ensure a hygienic environment for adolescent girls, so that it would not affect their studies or become a reason for dropping out. There is a lack of usable toilets and proper ways to dispose used pads or clothes, it is necessary to create these to ensure that the girls stay at school and they stay comfortably. Advocacy activity included signature campaigns, public gatherings, media reports, rallies, dialogues with political, religious and other social leaders. 

3. Do you think they were effective? Elaborate. 
I think they were effective to some extent. Even though, I couldn’t be a part of the advocacy until it reached its final outcome, I could see the impact it was making in many lives. Some schools conducted cleaning drives and petitioned for running water facilities. The Snehidhi groups, helped the girls to have a space to understand and talk about their needs and discuss about the issues they face during menstruation. The campaigns were reported and got attention from political leaders. Some of the girls from Snehidhi, Kannagi Nagar directly met and submitted their issues to M K Stalin, the current CM of Tamil Nadu before the elections. 
   
4. What issues would you like to advocate on? What type of advocacy would you like to do (i.e policy, public, legal, media, budgetary or political)?
The type of advocacy would depend on the issue and what might be best in that context. I would work on any intersectional feminist issues which interests me such as SRHR, Sexual harassment at workplace – particularly in campus, against EWS reservation as it is now, gender responsive local governance, cyber bullying etc. The type of advocacy would be multiple. In case of EWS reservation or SRHR, I would opt for policy, public and political advocacy, maybe budgetary too in case of EWS. In case of local responsive local governance, it would be political, policy and media. 
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