Using a rights-based argument, write a response paper about commonly heard myths and misconceptions around abortion. You may choose any myth from the lesson or one that you may have heard otherwise. [200-300 words]

A common myth around abortions in Himalayan regions in general and Ladakhis in particular believe on the idea of abortion as opposing to a life-giving opportunity. Backed by Buddhist belief of celebrating the power of giving life as human life is considered precious as well as once in a million times, women are encouraged to give maximum births. However, this belief can stem from an institutional set-up backed by Buddhist organizations rooted deeply under fear of getting underpopulated vis-à-vis Muslim population. The latter is allegedly known to be a community consisting of large family sizes resulting in a ‘visible’ population rise.
The misconceptions surrounding abortions goes against two basic rights: rights of a woman and her bodily choices; and affordability of children with the aim of providing quality education/ life. These misconceptions propagated by the religious organizations need to be scrutinized as well as sensitized among any community since it violates the rights of not just the woman’s body but right to choose family sizes, irrespective of the communities. We need to bring out research-based data on number of women dying during pregnancies, giving birth, post-partum depression and malnutrition. A comparison can be drawn out between quality of population versus quantity of population in terms of education, healthcare and opportunities. I believe we need to encourage the doctors who defy threats/ rules from these religious organizations and go ahead with myth-busting as well as perform abortions for women/families who genuinely wish to do family planning. 
