Common myths about abortion and response with a rights-based approach 

One of the perceptions around abortion is that women are always forcefully subjected to it. That women always unwillingly go through the procedure of abortion. This myth reinforces another misconception of society about women that they are ever-ready to embrace motherhood. That all women are seeking to experience motherhood. The perception that women don’t want abortion treats women as not having any agency and places all of them in the same category of being a ‘victim or subjected to torture’. Whereas the truth is that women seek abortion willingly as well without any pressure from another person and entirely out of their own choice. There are persons who do not want to give birth and bear a child ever and those who don’t want to do it at that given moment. 

Another myth is – that only cis-women can get pregnant or can conceive. This binary understanding of gender is extremely harmful and discriminatory as it dismisses the reality of trans-men, gender-queer and gender non-conforming persons as they too can get pregnant and hence are entitled to accessible safe abortion mechanism. 
