Lesson 2 - Assignment
Please answer the following questions in 50-70 words. 

1.The MTP Act was the first attempt to legislate Abortion in India. True or False?

2.What was the motivation behind creating a more liberal abortion law in India? 

3.What was the rationale behind amending the MTP Act in 2002?

4.Mention some of the gaps in the MTP Act.

5.How can the MTP Act be improved? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Answers are as below -- 
1. False 
2. population control/family planning measure 
3. first- to give private institutions the right to perform abortions, second to change lunatic to mentally ill, third- impose stricter penalties, providing medical practitioners for conducting abortions legally and through surgical methods or through prescribed drugs. 
4. a. Mifepristone, as per the Drug Controller of India, can only be prescribed by a gynaecologist. This often restricts access to pregnant people in rural settings.
b. The Act isn’t rights-based and does not cater to the needs and requirements of the pregnant person. It is instead centred around the provider.
c. it doesn't take into account the autonomy of the pregnant person. 
d. The current framework on abortion is also reflective of  society’s heteronormative and patriarchal conception of family planning as a means of population control rather than respecting the pregnant person’s right to choose.
e. According to the new amendment (now an Act), the gestational limit beyond 24 weeks is only applicable for pregnant women with foetal 'abnormalities'.  All should be able to get the choice to abort the unwanted pregnancy. 
f. While the amendment has changed the requirement from pregnant woman’s husband to partner, the person is still required to provide details and explain the relations when seeking abortions. This is exclusionary as it excludes single women, vulnerable groups which include sex workers, trans people, inter sex people and gender-diverse individuals who might want to seek abortions.

5. a. the word ‘abnormalities’ should be replaced with ‘anomalies’.
b. Include the rights of single women, vulnerable groups which include sex workers, trans people, intersex people and gender-diverse individuals who might want to seek abortions
c. make this a right based approach
d. make this easily available for people, with no judgments and person-centric rather than doctor-centric. 
e. increase the clinics to seek abortions.
