Lesson 3 - Assignment
Write a reflective piece in 100-200 words on the points of contention within different acts (MTP Act, POCSO Act, PCPNDT Act).

The MTP Act
1. Mifepristone, as per the Drug Controller of India, can only be prescribed by a gynaecologist. This often restricts access to pregnant people in rural settings.
2. The Act isn’t rights-based and does not cater to the needs and requirements of the pregnant person. It is instead centred on the provider.
3. It doesn't take into account the autonomy of the pregnant person. 
4. The current framework on abortion is also reflective of society’s heteronormative and patriarchal conception of family planning as a means of population control rather than respecting the pregnant person’s right to choose.
5.  According to the new amendment (now an Act), the gestational limit beyond 24 weeks is only applicable for pregnant women with foetal 'abnormalities'.  All should be able to get the choice to abort the unwanted pregnancy. 
6.  While the amendment has changed the requirement from pregnant woman’s husband to partner, the person is still required to provide details and explain the relations when seeking abortions. This is exclusionary as it excludes single women, vulnerable groups which include sex workers, trans people, inter sex people and gender-diverse individuals who might want to seek abortions.

The POCSO Act
1. Considers consensual sexual activity below age of 18 as crime. It doesn’t recognize the right of people. It is considered rape.
2. Mandatory reporting of abuse and punishment if not done, comes In the way of working on ground because of the fear of punishment. 
3. In case a minor person becomes pregnant, the medical practitioner has to report it as an offence under the law. The pregnant person say is not considered. 
4. The abortion happens with the approval of a guardian, which hinders taking the service a lot of times by the minor. 
5. The intersection of the MTP Act and the POCSO Act creates a lot of confusion, delays and often leads to denial of safe abortion. When the two laws are combined, every teenage pregnancy then is liable to be reported as sexual abuse, impeding access to these services for minors who then may have to resort to unreliable means to terminate an unwanted pregnancy. 
PCPNDT ACT - The Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques Act
1. Prenatal sex determination is banned. This is good considering the Indian context where male reference is high, but it hinders in the work and MTP act. 
2. Many medical practitioners deny abortion services out of the fear of criminal charges and punishments.   
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