

	POCSO & MTP 
	POCSO does not recognise the sexual autonomy of adolescents and criminalises even consensual sexual acts among individuals below 18. So, in case of a pregnant minor person, the attending medical practitioner has to report it to authorities as an offence as they are considered a rape survivor; else the practitioner can face carceral punishment. 

Moreover, under MTP, a pregnant minor person needs their guardian’s consent to seek abortion services. 

The intersection of both the Acts perpetuate stigma surrounding sexuality of minors, disregards their right to bodily integrity and deters them from seeking safe abortion services in fear for their safety or that a relative

	PCPNDT & MTP 
	Given the context in which PCPNDT Act was created, providers fear that patients might seek abortions services due to their preference for a male child, which may lead to strict legal ramifications. As a result, even certified providers may refrain from offering abortion services. 

While MTP permits abortion under certain circumstances, the implications of the PCPNDT Act deny pregnant people the right to access safe abortion services. 

The PCPNDT Act is a performative measure that reflects the patriarchal narrative of “protecting/saving” the girl child, while failing to structurally address the social issue at the root of it all – that is gender discrimination. 

And the hypocrisy couldn’t be more evident! The cry for ‘save the girl child’ is extremely hollow while girls are mistreated right after birth or while several woman die due to unsafe abortions 




