Ans1: True

Ans2: Abortion has been free in India since 1971,yet millions of women still fail to access safe abortions. One of the main features of the amended MTP law was increasing the upper limit for abortion from20 to 24weeks.However,the new law also favours ‘special categories of women’which include rape survivors, victims of incest,those who are differently abled and minors. It also gives a women the opportunity to terminate her pregnancy if fatal abnormalities are detected with 24weeks of her pregnancy.

Ans3: Rationale behind amending the MTP Act in 2002:
· Substituting the word ‘Lunatic’ by the words ‘mentally ill person’
· Amending section 4 with a view to delegating powers to the government to approve places for medical termination of pregnancy and constituting District level committee to be headed by the Chief medical officer/District Health officer.
· Amending section 5 so as to prescribe punishment of rigorous imprisonment of not less than 2yrs and extending up to seven years.
Ans4&5: The MTP rules will need revision following the amendment to the MTP Act:
The training requirement specified in the MTP rules should differentiate between surgical and medical methods of abortion and should be modified to include a short training (2/3 days) on medical abortion only for MBBS doctors. This would certify them to provide abortion using medical abortion drugs and dramatically expand the provider base as India has around 610000 MBBS doctors,of which only 90000 are currently trained to provide abortion services.
 
