Q. Analyze access to abortion services in your city or state in 200-300 words.
Based on Centre for Reproductive Rights’ 2021 report on barriers to safe abortion in India, I found that access to medical and surgical abortion services in Maharashtra (based on insights from Mumbai and Pune) is constrained by socio-cultural, infrastructural and legal factors 
Socio-cultural 
1. Patriarchal beliefs about women’s sexual and reproductive behaviours – some public providers file an Emergency Police Report in any “suspicious” case of abortion; medical officers deem it suspicious when an unmarried pregnant person seeks abortion or they presume the person might file a case alleging assault
2. Many private and public providers believe that women have no right to abortion as foetus is not the “property of the woman” and abortion is immoral. 
Infrastructural 
1. While requirements for establishing a nursing home would overlap with MTP Rules, smaller clinics struggler with additional requirements regarding documentation and storage process for client records, deterring them from registering under MTP Act
Legal 
1. Due to several incidents of abortion of female foetuses in 2011 in Beed, PCPNDT Act is strictly enforced in Maharashtra and there is constant harassment by the officials who carry out routine facility/pharmacy checks or ask for exorbitant bribes to declare them as MTP Act compliant. As a result - 
a. most providers do not apply for registration or perform second trimester abortion even if they are legally compliant. 
b. 90.4% of retail pharmacists in Maharashtra do not stock Medical Abortion pills (Pratigya Campaign, 2019). To avoid any harassment, pharmacists ask for 3 copies of a prescription which is a prerequisite for Schedule X drugs, not Schedule H drugs such as MA pills. They also tend to sell MA pills to people with prescriptions from known providers, else the person has to directly approach the doctors instead. While drug control authorities in Maharashtra deny any such over regulation of MA pills, a black market for the drug has emerged. Top of Form
