Answer the following questions in not more than 200 words.

1. Why should we advocate for a rights-based approach to abortion services and not a needs-based one?

Every individual has the right to bodily integrity and autonomy, and under no circumstance should the basic health service be made conditional upon any factor external to the individual.  


2. Explain how social and religious views on sexuality can hamper reproductive rights

Patriarchal socio-cultural norms seek to control and vilify female sexuality. Hence, any person who engages in sexual activity outside of marriage and is pregnant or decides to not carry their pregnancy to full term regardless of marital status is stigmatised. 
Moreover, religious beliefs propagate the idea that life begins at conception or pregnancies are gift from God, thereby attempting to prevent people from accessing abortion or contraception services. 

3. Explain how Indian society perceives motherhood
As Motherhood in India is considered sacred and is expected of every female, any deviation from this social norm is met with contempt. Hence, in a situation where a person wishes to undergo induced abortion, for whatever reason, the lack of social conformity could make it difficult to access safe abortion services. 
4. How do prejudice and bias on the part of service providers affect access to safe services?

In an act like MTP which grants power to and protects providers, their prejudices and biases can govern availability and quality of service and stigmatise individuals who seek abortion services. This can jeopardise an individual’s safety, their right to bodily integrity and autonomy. 

5. What are some of the challenges facing unmarried persons while seeking abortions?

a. Pay more for the services than married individuals
b. Judged and stigmatised for engaging in sexual intercourse outside of marriage 
c. Denied abortion services due to absence of a “partner” to avoid any complications 



