

Ques.1 – How accurate was their depiction of accessing healthcare support for a pregnant person seeking an abortion? 

In the movie, “Tere Sang,” fifteen-year-old Maahi learns that she is pregnant and is forced to run away with her boyfriend when her family forces her to opt for adoption. Before they decide to run away though, Maahi and Kabir decide to get an abortion after Kabir’s friends convince them that it’s the right choice. After Maahi goes to the hospital and witnessed the overwhelming and unsafe methods of performing adoption, she decides to keep the baby. This is an unfortunate reality of almost every teen that has undergone the same situation. Due to the taboo associated with sex, teenagers are not provided with relevant sexual education and the ramifications that follow are often unfortunate. Lack of support, both moral and financial, forces them to turn to unsafe means of abortion, or as the movie showed –  forces them to run away without any means to raise the kid. 

Ques. 2 – What did they get right? 

The portrayal of fear in teenagers’ minds when they find out about the pregnancy is depicted accurately. They are so afraid to reveal the truth to their parents –  let alone ask for support –  that they often go to their friends or the same-age people who are unlikely to give them any mature advice and guidance. The way Maahi’s parents foist abortion upon her as a punishment and disregard her wish of keeping the baby is also aptly depicted. Lack of empathy and support from parents is a common occurrence when it comes to teenage pregnancy, and the kids are often ridiculed and beaten as is shown in the movie. “Daddy ko mat batao, wo nahi samjhenge,” Kabir says to her mother. Lack of proper counseling limits the pregnant person’s option and often forces them to either keep the baby with insufficient means (like in the movie) or turn to unsafe abortion methods. Furthermore, Maahi also says in one scene, “Bachhe to maarein to gunah, or naa maarein to duniya hi jeena haraam kar degi,” also perfectly depicts the hypocrisy and double standards of the Indian society and the dilemma that the pregnant people have to go through (the scene where a random aunty asks Maahi for whom she is buying the pregnancy kit?). The statement of the judge scolding the young couple and telling them that bringing a child into a world is not a small responsibility is also something that was crucial to be voiced out.


Ques.3 – What did they get wrong?

Although the movie very sensitively and accurately described the struggles that teenage pregnant people have to go through, the movie was still a little problematic. First of all, the movie was released in 2009, when abortion was legal in India. But in the movie, it is shown that it was still illegal. There was also a lot of taboo associated with abortion – “Par agar bachhe ka khoon kar dena gunaah nahi hai, to itne saare mulkon mein ye gairkanooni kyun hai?” Maahi asks her father. She is completely against the idea of abortion because she equates it with murder, thus assigning personhood to the foetus. Before the abortion of a teenager is performed, the consent of the parents is required, which isn’t shown in the movie. The hospital also has to inform the police because it was technically rape (which is another issue that is raised in the movie) but it doesn’t. These were some of the things that the movie didn’t get right. 


Ques.4 –  Does the movie help build more awareness about rights-based abortion?

Unfortunately not. The movie does not advocate or educate about right-based abortion but stands for the contrary. Maahi attached personhood to the foetus and equates abortion to murder. No one in the movie is shown advocating for abortion as a right, instead, it is depicted as illegal and a crime. Although the judge says that what the young couple did was irresponsible and in doing so not only ruined their life but also their child’s, the movie ends with the couple happy with the baby. Maahi should have been educated on all the fronts and counseled properly before she reached any decision. Abortion as a right should have been advocated in the movie, which, much to our disappointment, was not.
